
Schedule of Events
Thursday, February 26, 2009
Rod and Reel Club (208 S. Hibiscus, Hibiscus Island, Miami Beach)

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm  Captain’s Meeting
(Limited to participants and guests of the CBLBC)

7:00 pm - 9:30 pm  Bu�et Dinner & Kick-o� Party

Friday, February 27, 2009
Day o� for boat, bait and tackle preparation.

Saturday, February 28, 2009
Miami Beach Marina
7:00 am   Check out begins
(SW corner of the Miami Beach Marina bulkhead facing Government Cut)

8:00 am   Lines in the water
4:00 pm   Lines out of the water
3:00 pm - 5:30 pm  Registration of catches / weigh in

Sunday, March 1, 2009
Miami Beach Marina
7:00 am   Check out begins
(SW corner of the Miami Beach Marina bulkhead facing Government Cut)

8:00 am   Lines in the water
2:00 pm   Lines out of the water
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm  Registration of catches / weigh in

Rod & Reel Club (208 S. Hibiscus, Hibiscus Island, Miami Beach)

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Silent auction and ra�e / Banquet
8:30 pm - 9:30 pm  Awards ceremony
Dress shirts and trousers are requested (no jeans or shorts allowed please)

Captain Bob Lewis Bill�sh Challenge
P.O. Box 560237, Miami, FL 33256-0237
Phone 305.525.9456   Fax 305.663.2766   www.bill�shchallenge.com
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Bill�sh Division
Inboard Division:
1st Place $8,000
2nd Place $3,500
3rd Place $3,000
4th Place $2,500
5th Place $1,500

Top Captain    Award
Top Mate    Award

Top Amateur Boat   Award
2nd Place Amateur Boat  Award
3rd Place Amateur Boat   Award

Grand Champion Male Angler  Award
Grand Champion Female Angler  Award
Grand Champion Junior Angler  Award
2nd Place Junior Angler   Award
3rd Place Junior Angler   Award
4th Place Junior Angler   Award
5th Place Junior Angler   Award

Top Outboard Boat   Award
Top Inboard Boat   Award
(Inboard / outboards are considered inboards)

Fun Fish Division
Largest Dolphin  $1000 & Award
Largest Wahoo  $1000 & Award
Largest King�sh  $1000 & Award
All cash & prizes are based on entries received and the
Tournament Committee reserves the right to adjust awards accordingly.

Fort Knox (Overall)
$1,000 Entry per Boat

1st Place  50%
2nd Place  30%
3rd Place  20%
This award is based on overall results of the boats that enter this division.
The Tournament will take 10% o� the top to bene�t the Capt. Bob Lewis Youth Programs.

Inboard Pirate's Chest (Daily)
$1,000 Entry per Boat ($500 per day)

Day 1
High Point Boat 50%
2nd Place Boat 30%
3rd Place Boat 20%

Day 2
High Point Boat 50%
2nd Place Boat 30%
3rd Place Boat 20%
This award is based on overall results of the boats that enter this division.
The Tournament will take 10% o� the top to bene�t the Capt. Bob Lewis Youth Programs.

 
Outboard Division:
1st Place $8,000
2nd Place $3,500
3rd Place $3,000
4th Place $2,500
5th Place $1,500

Outboard Pirate's Chest (Daily)
$1,000 Entry per Boat ($500 per day)

Day 1
High Point Boat 50%
2nd Place Boat 30%
3rd Place Boat 20%

Day 2
High Point Boat 50%
2nd Place Boat 30%
3rd Place Boat 20%
This award is based on overall results of the boats that enter this division.
The Tournament will take 10% o� the top to bene�t the Capt. Bob Lewis Youth Programs.

Amateur Pirate's Chest (Daily)
$500 Entry per Boat ($250 per day)

Day 1
High Point Boat 50%
2nd Place Boat 30%
3rd Place Boat 20%

Day 2
High Point Boat 50%
2nd Place Boat 30%
3rd Place Boat 20%
This award is based on overall results of the boats that enter this division.
The Tournament will take 10% o� the top to bene�t the Capt. Bob Lewis Youth Programs.

CAT 5 (Daily)
*Boat must be entered in applicable daily above to be eligible for CAT 5 category
$2,500 Entry per Boat ($1,250 per day)

Day 1
High Point Boat 50%
2nd Place Boat 30%
3rd Place Boat 20%

Day 2
High Point Boat 50%
2nd Place Boat 30%
3rd Place Boat 20%
This award is based on overall results of the boats that enter this division.
The Tournament will take 10% o� the top to bene�t the Capt. Bob Lewis Youth Programs.

CAT 5 (Winner Take All)
$5,000 Entry per Boat

1st Place  WINNER TAKE ALL
This award is based on overall results of the boats that enter this division.
The Tournament will take 10% o� the top to bene�t the Capt. Bob Lewis Youth Programs.

Fun Fish Fortune
$300 Entry per Boat

This award is based on the two-day aggregate weight of each fun �sh category.
Only one �sh per category is eligible per day.

Dolphin  33%
Wahoo  33%
King�sh  33%
This award is based on overall results of the boats that enter this division.
The Tournament will take 10% o� the top to bene�t the Capt. Bob Lewis Youth Programs.
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LOCATION - The Captain Bob Lewis Bill�sh Challenge (CBLBC) is based at the Miami Beach Marina (300 
Alton Road, Miami Beach, FL). Boats must leave and return to the marina each �shing day. The 
tournament �shing areas are restricted to waters of the U.S., no more than twenty �ve (25) miles 
o�shore. Registered anglers may �sh as far north as the Port Everglades sea buoy and as far south as 
Cary’s Fort and must be back to Miami Beach Marina no later than 5:30 pm on Saturday and 4:30 pm on 
Sunday in their assigned boat.
FISHING HOURS - Lines in at 8:00 am and lines out at 4:00 pm on Saturday. Lines in at 8:00 am and lines 
out at 2:00 pm on Sunday. CBLBC o�cials must check out all boats each day, no earlier than 7:00 am. The 
check out point is the southwest corner of the Miami Beach Marina bulkhead facing Government Cut. All 
boats shall proceed past the check out point at idle speed and shall prominently display their boat 
numbers on the port side of the boat so that the number is clearly visible to the CBLBC o�cials on duty. 
You will be cleared by radio to depart. No baits or teasers are allowed in the water before lines in the 
water. Any registered boat with lines in the water before the o�cial �shing time will be automatically 
disquali�ed from the entire tournament, unless they have  been cleared by the committee boat to bait 
�sh. Only �sh hooked during o�cial �shing hours will be acknowledged. Catch cards must be 
completed and signed by all registered anglers and captain of the boat. Catch cards are to be turned in 
to the CBLBC o�cial weigh master no later than 5:30 pm on Saturday and 4:30pm on Sunday.
RULES/PARTICIPATION - It is the responsibility of each angler to be familiar with the rules of the 
CBLBC. All registered anglers must comply with all applicable Federal and Florida laws regarding �shing 
licenses, size limits, bag limits, speed limits, etc. Any infraction(s) of the applicable rules may disqualify 
the registered angler(s) and boat from the entire tournament. Any disquali�ed angler(s) will not be 
entitled to a refund. Entry fees paid after February 15, 2009 must be in the form of cash, cashier’s check 
or credit card.
No Boat may aid another boat or angler in getting to the weigh in unless that boat has broken down.  
The disabled vessel must call the tournament committee and inform them as to the reason for an assist 
and obtain permission to e�ect the transfer and delivery of their catch cards.  At least one team member 
must accompany the catch cards to the weigh-in and must arrive in within the prescribed time frame.
LEADER/LINE/HOOKS - The length of the double line shall not exceed 15 feet in length. The length of 
the leader shall not exceed 15 feet in length. The combined length of the double line and the leader shall 
not exceed 20 feet. The leader may be mono�lament or wire, or a combination of the two. This is a 
maximum 20-pound manufacturer’s stated test line tournament. No wire lines or hand lines are 
permitted. NMFS mandates use of circle hooks in Atlantic bill�sh tournaments. E�ective January 1, 
2007, a new Federal regulation requires anglers �shing from HMS permitted vessels (and vessels that 
should be permitted) to use “only” non-o�set circle hooks when deploying natural baits or natural 
bait/arti�cial lure combinations in Atlantic bill�sh tournaments. This regulation allows the use of 
“J”-hooks with arti�cial lures in tournaments. Double or treble hooks are prohibited.
RODS - No more than six (6) lines in the water at any time during the �shing day.
BAIT - Live bait, natural and arti�cial are allowed. NO chumming of any kind is permitted. No teasers of 
any kind may be used. Bait �shing will be allowed after check out and before lines in with the use of 
ground chum only.  Bait may be bought, delivered or given during �shing hours. Dead baits or changed 
baits are not to be discarded overboard in the water during tournament hours under any circumstance. 
Bait Fishing is permitted after the boat has checked out before the o�cial start of �shing and after 
�shing has ended.  If bait �shing during tournament hours all sail�sh out�ts, rigging and kites must be 
cleared of the water.  Boats must notify the committee boat, and receive permission by radio, of their 
intent to bait �sh during o�cial tournament �shing times.
ANGLERS - Only registered anglers may �sh in this tournament. Boats may change anglers on the 
second �shing day, but must notify the Tournament Committee before checking out that day. The angler 
must hook, �ght and bring the �sh to the boat unaided by any other person. No one other than the 
angler may touch the rod. Each angler must have a current Florida �shing license or �sh on a vessel 
whose captain carries a boat license. A junior angler is a registered angler who is sixteen years of age or 
younger as of the date of the Captain’s meeting. Registered anglers may substitute boats with the 
approval of CBLBC o�cials.
AN OFFICIAL “RELEASE” - A legal release shall be deemed to occur when:
1.        The leader, not the double line, is grasped or touched by the angler or crew member, or
2.        The knot between the line or double line and leader touches the rod tip, or
3.        The swivel and �oat between the line or double line and leader touches the rod tip.
PHOTO PROCEDURE - Each team is required to use their own digital or video camera. Teams are 
encouraged to use their own digital or video cameras, but at least a digital camera is mandatory. They 
are responsible for the proper operation of this camera and are urged to have a backup camera. Each 
team must take a photo of the checkout point each morning to initiate their camera for that’s day’s 
photos. This must be done each morning.  Teams must take photos of each released �sh during the �ght 
and during the release. The photos must conclusively show the release AND the species of the �sh. You 
will be required to take a photo of an item to mark the end of that �sh’s photo sequence.  This will be 
announced by the radioman.  Teams must submit their camera at the end if each day's �shing for 
examination. The camera is to be submitted with the release card. Cameras will be returned that same day.
PHOTO NOTES - Get acquainted with your camera. Most digital cameras experience “shutter-lag” which 
is a slight delay from when you press the button to when the photo is actually taken. Learn this and take 
PLENTY of photos. Taking the photo of the �sh has now become part of the “o�cial release” procedure.  
Just like touching the leader, taking a valid photo is now also necessary.  If you do not have a photo of the 
release, then you do not have an o�cial release. No photo, no release.
ELIGIBLE SPECIES
All Bill�sh Must Be Released 200 Points
Dolphin 10lb. min Weight/no points
Wahoo 10lb. min Weight/no points
King�sh 10lb. min Weight/no points
Only Bill�sh will be counted towards the overall categories. CBLBC o�cials encourage all registered 
anglers to release their bill�sh. The intentional “snatching” or “jerking” of a leader to release a bill�sh is 
prohibited. Every attempt should be made to cut the leader as close to the �sh as possible. Any 

registered angler or participant of this tournament that intentionally “jerks” or “snatches” a leader to release a 
bill�sh will be disquali�ed from the tournament. “Jerking” or “snatching” is de�ned as grabbing the leader and 
line, and with a motion, intentionally trying to break the leader or cause the hook to pull. A leader that is 
broken or hook that is pulled while trying to control or hold the �sh by boat side is not considered intentional. 
All bill�sh should be released unharmed. Any angler bringing a bill�sh into the weigh station shall forfeit any 
claim he/she and their team may have to tournament prizes.. Tagging your Bill�sh is encouraged for research 
purposes but not required. Fun �sh will be awarded designated prizes.
HOOKING FISH - Each eligible �sh must be hooked and caught by a single registered angler only. No person 
may hook a �sh, assist in hooking a �sh in any manner or hand the rod with the hooked �sh to any other 
angler. If multiple strikes occur on separate lines and if a single registered angler is capable of hooking and 
catching more than one of the �sh without the help or assistance of any other person each �sh is eligible for 
entry. The use of a rod holder to hook a �sh is permitted provided that no other person other than the 
registered angler touches the rod or reel once the �sh is hooked. For purposes of the CBLBC a �sh shall be 
considered “hooked” at the time the �sh strikes, runs or eats the bait, regardless of whether the reel is engaged 
or in free spool mode and regardless of whether the rod is being held or is in a rod holder. An eligible �sh 
hooked on two or more lines is automatically disquali�ed.
AMATEUR - To be eligible, angler (which includes all on the boat) cannot:
1. Be a professional (de�ned as having earned income as a Captain or Crew or
As a Commercial Fisherman in the last two (2) years).
2. Use and/employ a professional crew during the event.
REPORTING - The Committee boat will monitor VHF marine channel 82 and VHF marine channel 79 shall be 
the alternate channel. All releases must be reported to the Committee boat. Hookups will only have to be 
reported during the last 15 minutes each �shing day. Upon release of a Bill�sh, you must notify the 
Committee boat of your boat number and angler letter. The Committee boat will acknowledge the 
information given. No Bill�sh claim(s) will be accepted without radio contact. Boats that cannot make radio 
contact with the Committee boat for any reason should contact another boat for a relay. Any �sh hooked prior 
to the �shing deadline may be played until boated or released provided such �sh was reported hooked up 
prior to the deadline, and the boat with the release or the �sh is at the dock at the previous mentioned 
deadlines. All references to “the radio” shall refer to the primary radio channel unless otherwise noti�ed by the 
CBLBC radio committee.
PROTESTS - CBLBC o�cials will consider all protests. The Tournament Committee will settle any controversies 
and their decision is �nal. Any protest(s) must be delivered in writing to the CBLBC weigh master on the day 
of the protested catch by 5:30 pm on Saturday and by 4:30 pm on Sunday accompanied by a Protest fee of  
$200.00 in cash. The Committee boat will keep o�cial times, which are used for tiebreakers if necessary.
WEATHER - All boats, anglers, crews and guests will �sh at their own discretion and at their own risk. If bad 
weather results in canceling one of the two days of �shing the tournament becomes a one (1) day 
tournament. Notice of cancellation and/or resumption of �shing, will be broadcast over the radio at 7:30 am 
that day. If bad weather results in canceling both �shing days, the non-refundable entry fee will be applied to 
next year’s tournament. Registered anglers must make their own judgments whether to �sh under prevailing 
weather conditions based on the seaworthiness of their boat, their seamanship skills and any other relevant 
factors.
ILLEGAL SUBSTANCES - The use of non-prescription, illegal drugs, during tournament hours, or, at 
tournament functions is strictly prohibited. Any tournament participants using any non-prescription, illegal 
drugs, will be disquali�ed from the tournament and banned to participate in future CBLBC tournaments.
POLYGRAPHS - In consideration of the tournament’s acceptance of any angler entry, registered angler 
speci�cally agrees and consents to voluntarily submit to a polygraph examination(s) to be conducted by a 
polygraph examiner selected by the CBLBC at any time until all prizewinners and awards are determined and 
announced. Each angler agrees to obtain the agreement and consent of each and every occupant of the boat 
from which the angler �shes, including but not limited to the captain and crew, to submit to a polygraph 
examination(s) as described above. The method and conduct of all polygraph examinations, and the 
interpretation of the results thereof, shall be in the sole judgment of the polygraph examiner appointed by the 
CBLBC whose opinion shall be �nal. If any registered angler or occupant of a vessel refuses to submit to a 
polygraph examination or if any registered angler or occupant gives a response which, in the sole opinion of 
the polygraph examiner is not accurate or truthful, all registered anglers on the boat shall be disquali�ed 
without further notice from the CBLBC. Any registered angler so disquali�ed shall not be entitled to any prize, 
award, or entry fee refund.
REFUSALS - Every prospective angler must submit a fully completed entry form together with all required 
fees to be considered for acceptance and registration in the tournament. The CBLBC reserves the right to refuse 
tournament application or entry from any prospective entrant with or without cause in its sole discretion. The 
CBLBC shall return all entry fees tendered by any prospective angler whose entry is refused.
CAPTAIN’S MEETING - All captains or their designated representatives are to meet Thursday, at 6:00 pm prior 
to the Kick-O� Cocktail Party.
HOLD HARMLESS
All registered anglers and non-registered participants, including observers, of their boats enter and 
participate in this CBLBC voluntarily and at their own risk. In consideration for the CBLBC’s acceptance of his or 
her entry each registered angler for his or her heirs, executors, and administrators, agrees to release, hold 
harmless and indemnify the CBLBC, its o�cers, managers, directors, agents, polygraph examiner, sponsors, 
the city and county where the event is held and all other persons connected directly or indirectly with the 
operation of the tournament, from and against any and all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs, fees or 
expenses which he or she may have against any above-described party, or which his or her captains, crew 
members, family members, companions or non-registered participants of their boat may have, arising out of 
or in any way connected with his or her participation in this CBLBC, including any injury or death su�ered by 
any registered angler participant. Each registered angler understands and agrees that this release speci�cally 
includes and waives any claims based on liable, slander, negligence, action or inaction of any above-named 
party. Each registered angler further understands and agrees that this release speci�cally includes and waives 
any claims arising from the CBLBC’s use of any photographs, from the CBLBC’s placement of an observer on 
any boat, and from the CBLBC’s administration of or interpretation of any polygraph as previously mentioned.



The CBLBC proudly supports Youth Programs 
of the following organizations:

Atlantis Academy

Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Miami

Biscayne National Park Family Fun Fest

Boys and Girls Club of Miami, Inc.

Boy Scouts of America

Children’s Home Society

Crescent House of Broward County

 
 

Fish & Game Unlimited of Homestead

The 4-H Club of Miami

Kiwanis Club

South Florida Fishing Clubs

Youth Fishing Foundation

YMCA of Miami
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We would like to thank the following sponsors for their support
and hope that you will be back with us again in 2010.

Admiral Oil

Bimini Sands

Bluewater Towers

Boat Center

Capt. Harry’s

Crook & Crook

Deka Marine Batteries

Essex Credit

Evan’s Petroleum

Frigid Rigid

Gastion

Get Lit

HydroGlow Fish Lights

Jimmy Lewis Live Bait

Langer-Krell

Leeward Rods

Lewis Fishing Kites, Inc.

Libertad Challange

Miami Beach Marina

Mead Family Foundation

Owl’s Nest

Para Tech Engineering

Sail�sh Pro Series

Sands Petroleum

Sandman

Snow’s Jewelers

Sport Fishing Magazine

Tiger Direct

Weez in the Keys

World Bill�sh Series

Yamaha



Make Checks payable to: Capt. Bob Lewis Bill�sh Challenge, Inc.

Boat entry (Includes 4 anglers and 4 social tickets). Paid prior to Feb. 14, 2009   $1,500 $___________
Late registration paid after Feb. 14, 2009      $250 $___________
Each Additional Angler (Up to six total anglers, includes a social ticket)   $150 $___________
Additional Social Ticket (each)       $50 $___________
Fun Fish Fortune*         $300 $___________
Amateur Pirate’s Chest (Daily)*       $500 $___________
Outboard Pirate’s Chest (Daily)*       $1,000 $___________
Inboard Pirate’s Chest (Daily)*       $1,000 $___________
Fort Knox (50/30/20 Overall)*       $1,000 $___________
CAT 5 Dailies* (Must participate in the Pirate’s Chest to be eligible)    $2,500 $___________
CAT 5 Winner Take All*         $5,000 $___________
*Cash or Cashiers Check after Feb. 14, 2009
Total amount submitted         $___________
Payment Type:
___Cash   ___Check  (Name:___________________ Number:__________________ 

___ Credit Card  (Name:___________________ Number:__________________ Type: _______ Exp:_________Zip: _______

Boat Name: _________________________________________________________Amateur, as de�ned in the rules:     yes     no
Captain’s Name:___________________________________ Mate’s Name: _________________________________________
Boat Mfg:______________________________________ Boat Length:________ Motor Mfg: ___________________________

Angler A: (Boat owner if applicable)
Name:_________________________________Address: ___________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________
Phone: _____________________Cell Phone: _____________________E-Mail:____________________________________
Please circle.     Gender:     M     or     F    Jr. Angler:     Yes     No  If yes, Birth Date: ____/____/____
I acknowledge that I have read the rules and will abide by them and that I will voluntarily submit to polygraph examination at the request of CBLBC o�cials.

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

Angler B:
Name:_________________________________Address: ____________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________
Phone: _____________________Cell Phone: _____________________E-Mail:_____________________________________
Please circle.     Gender:     M     or     F    Jr. Angler:     Yes     No  If yes, Birth Date: ____/____/____
I acknowledge that I have read the rules and will abide by them and that I will voluntarily submit to polygraph examination at the request of CBLBC o�cials.

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

Angler C:
Name:_________________________________Address: ____________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________
Phone: _____________________Cell Phone: _____________________E-Mail:_____________________________________
Please circle.     Gender:     M     or     F    Jr. Angler:     Yes     No  If yes, Birth Date: ____/____/____
I acknowledge that I have read the rules and will abide by them and that I will voluntarily submit to polygraph examination at the request of CBLBC o�cials.

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

Angler D:
Name:_________________________________Address: ____________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________
Phone: _____________________Cell Phone: _____________________E-Mail:____________________________________
Please circle.     Gender:     M     or     F    Jr. Angler:     Yes     No  If yes, Birth Date: ____/____/____
I acknowledge that I have read the rules and will abide by them and that I will voluntarily submit to polygraph examination at the request of CBLBC o�cials.

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

A social security number must be provided by any monetary recipient.
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Angler E:
Name:_________________________________Address: ___________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________
Phone: _____________________Cell Phone: _____________________E-Mail:____________________________________
Please circle.     Gender:     M     or     F    Jr. Angler:     Yes     No  If yes, Birth Date: ____/____/____
I acknowledge that I have read the rules and will abide by them and that I will voluntarily submit to polygraph examination at the request of CBLBC o�cials.

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

Angler F:
Name:_________________________________Address: ____________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________
Phone: _____________________Cell Phone: _____________________E-Mail:_____________________________________
Please circle.     Gender:     M     or     F    Jr. Angler:     Yes     No  If yes, Birth Date: ____/____/____
I acknowledge that I have read the rules and will abide by them and that I will voluntarily submit to polygraph examination at the request of CBLBC o�cials.

Signature: ___________________________________________________________
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